[Blood platelets and biological response to 'danger' signals and subsequent inflammation: towards a new paradigm?].
Blood platelets are cellular elements of primary haemostasis. During the last decade research on platelets has been subsequently based on this paradigm, with separate observations on issues such as the ability for platelets to bind infectious agents or even engulf them, to drop in counts in case of evolving infectious processes, etc. More recently, novel work has set up bases for novel functions for platelets, as members of functional immune cells, principally in innate immunity but capable of influencing adaptive immunity. Platelets are thus essential to haemostasis and to inflammation, questioning their essential functionality and the set up of a novel paradigm: could platelets be tissue-repairing cells? Such an assumption would open an entire new field of investigations. The present "State of the Art" essay attempts to discuss the main arguments on this.